Large area would be served

I the work of Central Plaine Water goes ahead, and a scheme s

ultimately developed, the projects bec hnical keasibility study suggests

an ares of between B0,000 and 20,000 hectares on the upper phbne

will recehve watar

Bounded by the foothils o the wesl and a line approximately rinring
throug h West Melton, Ayleabury and Rakaka Io the east, the study aays it
should be feaaibls 1o deliver waber 1o this area al a price property ownan
wiil find masonable, Analyskl of aoll types, avallability of groundwater and
relative distance from the rivers are the masons that this area has been
dentified aa moat likely to benellt from a community rigation sche me,
I nitlal eatimaten ane that the cost af this water will be kess thap $200 per
heclare per annum = considerably lower than the cost of irrigating from
groundwater to the sama farms,
Irrigation to the eaat, kwar down the plaine, should also be easier with
some grodndwater recharge anticipated as a consaguance of the
communily acheme.,
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* Wairir Valley

* The Upper Seharyn Biver  citbher in
W hitecLills Valley just below the Selwyn
Gioawe. oron High Peake Statico Tunber up
the rivar:

*Lake Cokridge itaelf

Aonmumher ol ssoes ane aeecciabed with the
rdenlivied water sonrecs and the possible
sbopagr silos, These inclode their location
relative to the avatlable water and the siee
and lecation of race s roguined Lo bran sport
waler Iroam the sources o the sorage: the
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“Chrsichurch Cuy Council and Sclavn
[estret Councal ane to be congratulated on
re-visiing the possibilicy o rmgoting (he
land Petwesn the Watmakarn and Bakawn
Myvers

The benefiis to people ard the ceonomy from
such a seheme would be sigoelieant. For our
arcn to prosped s essenbn] that the scheme
proveed ”
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L somrcies: s the Sl b Lake Coleridae
is prosently a hwdro-generation lake. the
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Fossible
separate scheme

An area of between
80,000 and 90,000
hectares on the upper
plains will receive
water.

Initial estimates are
that the cost of this
water will be less than
$200 per hectare per
annum - considerably
lower than the cost of
irrigating from
groundwater to the
same farms.

—Nvironmental
catures

Ceniral Plains Waler is not just about providing water for irrigation. Through
a geries of public meatings and 0 discuss]ons held by the Consul tat va
Working Party, a number of othwr arvironm antal and recreational feastures
have been identifled & possible 1o achieve as part of a water enbancem ent
project.

bomh clee copaliation progess it
has hean wded thal e of 1hese
sirrane Sfioms has the cape ity ©
prceeiche ey oo the Springlsld-
sl s Pl s, wheane irmigeci

cottll hring significan! berelils -
particularly considering the very ferile soils i
ihis lewality. A sepearate scheme o aecomudale
the estimealed G480 hoe ares of dereend in this
A s besen seoped  drawing waser Imoam abone
the Waimmakarini Ciorme oa storage lake e the
fills abone Daletbarpe.
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As the project conlinues into 2001, these will be tested and developed to
gee how they could shape the overall scheme.

Bome of the concepls include: the augmentation of the Belwyn, Hororata
arvd Hawkins rivers, the possible rehabilitation of Te Walhora-Lake BElesmere,
a bruat 1o protect natural features that might otherwise be threatened by
charging land use, safeguarding groundwater, improving dralnage systems
on the lower plains avd protecting peat swamps.

Ancther obijective ia to protect the Rakala amd Waimakariri River flows -
particuarly their instream and braided river values.,



